 GRENDON PARISH COUNCIL

The Minutes of the Meeting of Grendon Parish Council 

held at 7.00 pm on Monday 10th February 2009 in
the Parish Rooms, Spon Lane, Grendon
Present:

D Cox


P Swift


M Hammersley

E Thawley
J Maudsley

Also Present:
R Young, Clerk to the Council.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

1)
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor L Sutton.
2)
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
No items were mentioned.
3)
MINUTES
It was proposed, seconded and agreed that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1st December 2008 were a true and correct record.
Resolved:

· To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 1st December 2008.
4)
MATTERS ARISING

a) Parish Website
The Chairman, D Cox, reported that Councillor J Maudsley had discovered that, in the past, Chetwynds had married into the Grendon family and the last remaining member of the family lived in the United States.  Warwickshire County Council Archives had agreed to contact this last member of the family for information and seek permission to use the coat of arms.

The Clerk confirmed he would put the Parish Council minutes onto the website.

b) Highway Matters
i) Speed Signs – B5000
· D Cox gave a detailed update regarding the removal of speed signs on the B5000 and their replacement with incorrect speeds signs by persons unknown plus the emails received referring to Councillor J Maudsley.
· Councillors agreed the references made regarding Councillor Maudsley in the email received were both inaccurate and inappropriate.
· It was agreed that a letter of concern should be sent to Warwickshire County Council by the Clerk with regard to the apparent disclosure by Warwickshire County Council to the Tamworth Herald comments made by Councillor J Maudsley in correspondence sent to the County Council.  Confidentiality not being maintained.
ii)
Planters – Grendon Name Signs

· The Chairman, D Cox, reported that the planters had not been used during the winter period due to the use of salt on the highway.
c)   Bus Shelters - Grendon
The Clerk to request a copy of the inspection report from North Warwickshire Borough Council of the three bus shelters in Grendon (north side).
d)
Parish Plan 

The Chairman, D Cox, said a review of the proposed Parish Plan should be deferred to a future Parish Council meeting.
e)
Flooding – Spon Lane
The Clerk reported that Geoff Timms of Severn Trent Water had not responded to his emails or telephone calls regarding the flooding of gardens in Spon Lane.  
The Clerk to forward a further email.
5)
PLANNING 
a) Planning Applications
i) PAP/2008/0667

Grendon House Farm, Warton Lane, Grendon.

Change of use to commercial B8, units 2 – 7, 8.

No Comments.

ii) PAP/2008/0666

Grendon House Farm, Warton Lane, Grendon.

Change of use to commercial B1 / B2 and B8.

No Comments.

iii) PAP/2008/0269

The Willows Hotel, 145 Watling Street, Grendon.

Conversion of existing 26 bedroom hotel into 11 one and two bedroom apartments.

The Clerk to forward the following comments:

· Access of traffic to and from the A5.

· Previously North Warwickshire Borough Council had refused planning permission for 111 Watling Street due to increased traffic volume.

· Lack of fire escape.

· Change of hotel to flats sets planning precedence for the parish.

iv) PAP/2008/0523

World of Spa’s and Landscapes, Watling Street, Grendon.

Display of illuminated signage.

The Clerk to forward to North Warwickshire Borough Council concerns regarding adverse impact on traffic visibility.

b)
Planning Decisions


No decisions reported.
6)
CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

a)
Publications and Correspondence
The following were available for circulation to Councillors:
i) Communities and Local Government.
Real People, Real Power.

ii) Warwickshire Rural Housing Association.

Annual report 2007 / 2008.

iii) North Warwickshire Borough Council.

Action Hire Scheme including bouncy castle.

iv) “Live and Local”.

Surprising Shows in Surprising Places.

v) Campaign to Protect Rural England.

Litter and fly tipping.

vi) WRCC.

Advice Service for preparation of Parish Plan.

vii) North Warwickshire Borough Council / Warwickshire County Council.

Community Emergency Planning Workshop, 4th February 2009, Council Chamber, Atherstone.

viii) North Warwickshire Borough Council.  Letter dated 15th January 2009 from David Baxendale outlining the costs applied to the provision of poop scoops.

ix) Arden Trail Update.  January 2009.

x) Warwickshire County Council.  

Poster for the “Right to Roam” in Warwickshire.

xi) Area Forum North Meeting.

22nd January 2009, No Man’s Heath Village Hall.

7)
FINANCE

i)
Precept Requirement 2009 / 2010
Letter dated 17th December 2008 from Mike Shaw, Revenue and Benefits Manager at North Warwickshire Borough Council requesting confirmation of precept requirement for 2009 / 2010.

The Clerk gave details of income and expenditure for the period April 2008 – January 2009.

It was proposed, seconded and agreed a precept of £4,725 should be requested for the year 2009 / 2010.

Resolved:

· To request a precept of £4,725 for the year 2009 / 2010.
ii)
Bank Mandate - HSBC

The Clerk reported that the bank mandates signed by Councillors had been lost.

It was agreed a further application would be submitted to HSBC.

iii)
Cheque Payments
	ITEM
	AMOUNT 

	Grendon Youth and Community Centre
(use of Parish Room)
	110.00

	R Young

(Parish Clerk)
	464.20

	TOTAL
	£574.20



It was proposed, seconded and agreed the above cheques be issued.

Resolved:

· To issue the above cheques.
8)
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
· The Clerk to forward a letter of objection to North Warwickshire Borough Council regarding the Anaerobic Digestion Unit at Baddesley.
· Traffic light outside The Beeches on the A5.  Recommend Highways has a responsibility to notify residents of use of traffic lights so they can allow appropriate time to get through the traffic lights.  Risks of traffic turning and ask whether proper risk assessment was completed.  Work undertaken on 27th January 2009.

· D Cox suggested a meeting is arranged with representatives from all local / adjacent Parish Councils.

The meeting closed at 9.05 pm.
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---------------------------

D Cox


Chairman
- 1 -


